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(54) MASSAGING. APPARATUS the determined part pf-the user's body is applied to the 

part of the user's body by the massaging element 1. 

(57) Abstract: 

COPYRIGHT: (C)1995,JPO 

PURPOSE: To massage easily and highly effectively due 
to an automatic operation for determining a part of a 
user's body to be massaged and massaging with a 
pattern which appropriately changes correspondent with 
the determined part of the user's body. 

CONSTITUTION: A massaging apparatus comprises a 
massaging element 1, a vertical positioning sensor 26 
for detecting vertical positioning of the massaging 
element I, a pressure detecting means 3 for detecting 
pressure applied to the body of a user by the massaging 
element 1, and a controlling means C. When the 
massaging element 1 is moved by a moving means, data 
on a shape of the user's body is obtained based on data 
on pressure outputted from the pressure detecting means 
3 and data on vertical positioning of the massaging 
element 1 outputted from the vertical positioning sensor 
26. Based on the obtained data on a shape of the user's 
body, the controlling means C determines a part of the 
user's body to be massaged by pushing the massaging 
element 1, and controls patterns of pressure applied by 
the massaging element 1 depending on the determined 
part of the user's body to be massaged. When a part of 
the user* s body to be massaged is determined, pressure 
with a pattern which appropriately changes depending on 
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